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MEETING WITH HONOURABLE
CHIEF MINISTER
It’s heartening to start with the
note that Honourable Chief Minister
Sri. D. V. Sadananda Gowda highly
appreciated the recommendations
submitted by the Karnataka Jana
Aayoga in the review meeting held
with Chairman and Members of the
KJA on June 20, 2012. Referring to the
importance of implementation, he
stated that the implementation of the recommendations would be
considered as a priority task by the present government. He
profoundly thanked the Chairman and Members for the excellent
work and also requested for continued guidance in transforming
Karnataka into a knowledge society.

Sri. D. V. Sadananda Gowda
Honourable Chief Minister
Government of Karnataka
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AN OVERVIEW
What is a knowledge society? The question lies at the heart of Karnataka Knowledge
Commission’s endeavor and we agree that there is no single answer to this question. The
UNESCO defines knowledge society as one which is nurtured by its diversities and its
capacities, and is based upon the tenets of creation, sharing and application of internal and
external knowledge. Such societies and nations are known to score high on measures of
productivity, innovativeness, and human capital development, and there government
institutions are identified as key enablers.
The aim of the Commission is to create the necessary conditions for such a society to flourish in the state of Karnataka
in an inclusive and just manner. In an attempt to understand the concept and characteristics of a knowledge society,
KJA commissioned a study with specific reference to Karnataka. The findings of the study ‘Building Knowledge Society
in Karnataka’ presents a pragmatic approach to transform Karnataka into a knowledge society. This edition of Jnana
Siri deliberates upon the definitional and executional issues of a knowledge society. In an article, Dr. P. Ramanujan,
Associate Director of C-DAC Bangalore, impresses upon the need to leverage indigenous knowledge practices and
systems bestowed to us by India’s rich heritage. Contrasting eastern philosophy and western, he opines that richness
of our culture and ancient knowledge, embedded in our communities, is much more relevant today than ever. In
another article, taking into cognizance the universal importance Right to Education Act, Dr. Gururaj Karajagi dwells on
the philosophy underlying the Act in the featured article RTE Act-A Golden Ray of Hope.
Jnana Siri also shares highlights from the Sixteenth Meeting of the Commission held on June 20th and key takeaways
from the session held with mission groups, the task force, and research committee. Most of these mission groups and
the task force work in collaboration with reputed research institutions, government institutions, and NGOs. Some of
such ongoing engagements are depicted in this edition.
On behalf of the entire team at Karnataka Knowledge Commission, I thank you for your encouragement and sincerely
hope that you find this endeavor of Karnataka Knowledge Commission meaningful in driving the state to a vibrant
knowledge society. I eagerly solicit your feedback and views on making this newsletter more impactful and relevant
to all our stakeholders.
Pavan Soni
Consultant Editor
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MEMBER’S VIEW
A Cognitive Knowledge Framework for truly realizing a Knowledge Society
By Dr. P. Ramanujan, Member- Mission Group on Community Knowledge and Practices
The Mission Group on Community Knowledge and Practices of the Karnataka Knowledge
Commission has constituted a sub-group to look into the Indigenous Knowledge Systems
(IKS) for properly compiling information and formulating methods of utilizing them for
research and developmental needs of the state. As a key stakeholder of the mission groups,
Dr. P. Ramanujan, the Associate Director of C-DAC Bangalore, shares his views on how
traditional knowledge embedded in our scriptures and working methods has all the more
relevance today. It begins with eliciting the key insights from such a knowledge base which
exists mostly in communities and then designing curriculum to incorporate the same. Read the full article here.

FEATURED ARTICLE
RTE Act – A golden ray of hope
By Dr. Gururaj Karajagi, Chairman- Mission Group on Teachers’ Developement
If there is one thing that would determine the extent to which India would achieve its
dreams, it has to be completion of education, says Dr. Gururaj Karajagi. Drawing onto the
insights of Swami Vivekananda on his visit to Europe, and personal experiences, Dr.
Karajagi presents a case on why Right to Education Act is one of the most seminal steps
India has taken towards shaping its future. In fact, the RTE Act is the first legislation in the
world that puts the responsibility of ensuring enrollment, retention and completion of
education on the Government. To add to the scale of the challenge at hand, the HRD
ministry estimates that over 500,000 additional teachers will be required to meet the 30:1 teacher-student ratio
advocated by the RTE. These concerns and possible impacts are discussed in this insightful article. Do read it here.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE QUARTER
State Level Stakeholders Consultation on Training Need Assessment (TNA)
The findings of the state level survey on training need assessment
conducted by Karnataka Jnana Aayoga, in collaboration with
Department of Primary and Secondary Education and Azim Premji
Foundation were presented to the key stakeholders of the
education sector on May 14th.
The Training Need Assessment survey conducted at the State Level
among the teachers of the primary and high school during the
months of April and May is the first of the kind survey by the State
government. Over 24,000 teachers working in the government
primary and high schools, spread across the state were approached
to seek their in-service training needs. A questionnaire, converted into an OMR sheet, with sets of questions on
subject enrichment, pedagogy, classroom management, continuous and comprehensive evaluation (CCE) and on
integration of ICT was administered to repersentatively selected teachers. The inferences drawn from the survey will
be taken as inputs by the Department of Primary and Secondary Education while designing the in-service teacher
training programme for the government school teachers.
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Release of Jnana Fellowship Documentary
The flagship initiative of the Karnataka Jana Aayoga-Jnana
Fellowship 2011 ended on May 7, 2012. The initiative was an
outcome of the recommendation of the Aayoga. The Fellowship
programme was aimed at increasing the interface of the citizens
with the public system. Through a rigours process of selection, 18
young professionals were chosen to work with various
departments of the state for a period of 6 months. The Jnana
Fellows travelled extensively throughout the state in pursuit of
their assignment and at the end each of them submitted a report
with a set of suggestions for consideration by the respective
departments. Honourable Chief Minister released a documentary
on Jnana Fellowship and booklet profiling Jnana Fellows. (Click for
documentary and Jnana Fellows profile)
Launch of Jnana Shodha
AN INVITATION TO
UNDERTAKE RESEARCH STUDY

‘JNANA SHODHA 2012’
an invitations to institutions to
undertake research studies.

Jnana Shodha 2012, an invitation to undertake research studies
in areas of social and industrial innovation, community
knowledge and practices, skill development, knowledge society,
public health, teacher professional development and ICT
application in education, health and community knowledge was
launched on June 20. This is an attempt to encourage
participation of various stakeholders in transforming Karnataka
into a vibrant knowledge society.

Sixteenth Meeting of the Commission
The meeting was held on June 20th 2012 under the
Chairmanship of Dr. K. Kasthurirangan. At the outset, Dr. KV Raju,
Economic Advisor to Honorable Chief Minister of Karnataka,
briefed the meeting about the Transaction Advisory to
Government of Karnataka and stated that for the first time seven
of the ten institutions of Centre for Government Research (CGR)
are collaborating with the state of Karnataka. Following this,
progress report was shared by various mission groups, including
Mission Group for Teacher Development (MGTD), Higher
Education Policy (MGHEP) and Skills Development (MGSD);
Mission Group for Public Health (MGHC) and Community
Knowledge and Practices (MGCKP); and KarnatakaGeographical Information System (K-GIS) team.
Another key activity was the approval of Jnana Shodha,
cross-disciplinary research initiative; and proposal of organizing
Jnana Habba, a knowledge fest to further the theme of nurturing knowledge societies. Further, in the meeting
with the members of various mission groups and the task force, several ideas were deliberated. Some of these
include: developing state’s higher education policy, certification and accreditation of traditional folk- healers
as a part of the community health service, women violence to be incorporated as a part of total healthcare, and
performing a skill-gap analysis for prospect skills in demand.
The meeting also saw the launch of the new avatar of the Commission’s website- www.jnanaayoga.in. You are
encouraged to have a look and we solicit your feedback.
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Karnataka State Youth Policy
Following the declaration by the Honourable Chief Minister to frame
an exclusive policy for the youth of the state, the Karnataka Jnana
Aayoga initiated a series of meetings and is now collaborating with
the Department of Youth Services and Sports in evolving a State
level policy for the youth of Karnataka. Honourable Chief Minister of
Karnataka launched a website on June 25 to reach out to large
number of youth of the state. An on-line survey to capture the views
of different stakeholders’ is being carried out by the department
through the website http://karnatakayouthpolicy.in/.

Disclaimer- “The views and opinions expressed herein are that of the authors’.
They don't necessarily reflect the views of the Karnatak a Jnana Aayoga.”

Reach out to us at:
KARNATAKA JNANA AAYOGA
(Karnataka Knoweledge Commission)
Government of Karnataka
Room # 219, II Floor, Vidhana Soudha,
Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Veedhi,
Bangalore-560 233.
Ph: +91 80 2203 3297, +91 80 2225 0330
Please feel free to send your feedback to: secy@jnanaayoga.in
Copyrights by Karnataka Jnana Aayoga 2012
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